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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Notes on Ctjlpepeb County, embracing a revised and enlarged edition 
of Dr. Philip Slaughter's St. Mark's Parish. Compiled and published 
by Raleigh Travers Green, Culpeper, Va. 

The work of Br. Slaughter is well known. He was the first person to 
conceive the idea of writing a history of the old parishes in Virginia 
upon the basis of the old vestry books and registers. He published the 
history of Bristol Parish, in Prince George, that of St. George's Parish, 
in Spotsylvania, and that of St. Mark's, in Culpeper. Now comes Mr. 
Green and adds very much to Dr. Slaughter's labors. While it is com- 
mendable in Mr. Green that he has taken few liberties with Dr. Slaugh- 
ter's statements, he would probably have done better had he noted mar- 
ginally some of his errors. Dr. Slaughter's account of Alexander Spots- 
wood is a capital one, but it is not perfect. Thus Spotswood was never 
"Sir Alexander Spotswood," for he was never knighted, unless he 
derived his title from the knighthood of his own creation, "The Knight 
of the Horseshoe." It is a mistake that the right habeas corpus was 
"denied" to the Virginians till the arrival of Spotswood. He brought a 
confirmation of the right and that is all. So there is really no good 
evidence that Spotswood was buried at Yorktown. This idea first be- 
came current through the publication of Caruther's novel, Knights of the 
Horseshoe. In the first place, Temple Farm was never "a country seat" 
of Spotswood or any of his family. In the second place, the word 
"Spotswood" on a broken piece of marble, found by Dr. Shield in the 
yard of old York Church (misnamed a temple) is no sufficient indication 
that it was the tomb of Spotswood. In Bruton Church there is a slab 
which bears the name of "Spotswood" in the inscription. But the 
tablet states that it was erected to the memory of Dr. William Cocke, 
secretary of state during the administration of Spotswood. It is clear 
that all the myths of Spotswood's connection with Temple Farm arise 
from the fact that the place at the time of the Revolution was owned 
by a family of Moores. Now Governor Spotswood's daughter Kate mar- 
ried Bernard Moore, but Bernard Moore was not of this Moore family. 
The so-called "Temple" was the ruins of old York Church, and there is a 
deed, recorded at Yorktown about 1769, which calls the field in which it 
stood "The Church Field." 

Memobials or the Quisenbeeby Family: In Germany, England and 
America. Compiled and edited by Anderson C. Quisenberry. 
In 1897, the compiler of this little work issued a volume called Gene- 
alogical Memoranda of the Quisenberry Family and Other Families, 
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which contained all that could be found in the Virginia re< ords and else- 
where concerning the European antecedents of the Quisenburrys in Amer- 
ica, together with a good deal of more modern data relating to it. This is 
in nature of a supplement to Mr. Quisenberry's former work, and is de- 
voted more especially to the European antecedents of the family. The 
Quisenberry name is taken far back into Germany, but the evidence which 
«omes down from the grandfather of the Virginia emigrant is connected 
with the noble old county of Kent in England, the home of the Rebellion 
of the grand old Wat Tyler, and the noble family of the Wyatts. Mr. 
Quisenberry has shown great interest and indefatigable industry in com- 
piling these splendid family records. 

Biographical Sketch of Samuel Roweix, and notices of some of his 
descendants. By Rowland Rowell, Manchester, N. H. 
This is a simple record of typical New England people. To illustrate 
how families intertwine, it may be stated that in one hundred and 
twenty years since Samuel Rowell and Sarah Dunstan were married, 
they have had descendants under one hundred and fourteen names. The 
book is neatly prepared and printed. 

Prom Bull Run to Bull Run; Or, Four Years in the Army of 
Northern Virginia, containing a detailed account of the career and 
adventures of the Baylor Light Horse, Company B, Twelfth Virginia 
Cavalry, C. S. A., with Leaves from My Scrap-book. By George 
Baylor. 

This is a handsomely printed book, containing 413 pages and 60 illus- 
trations. It was written by Capt. George Baylor, of Charles Town, 
W. Va., and is an interesting description of the career of "The Baylor 
Light Horse," Company B, Twelfth Virginia Regiment, Laurel Brigade, 
Army of Northern Virginia. With a few brief intermissions, Capt. 
Baylor had command of this company from its reorganization, in 1862, 
to within a few weeks of the close of the war. He gives a clear and 
faithful chronicle of the many battles and raids in which the company 
engaged, which are supplemented by official reports of the same affairs 
from Federal commanders. Some of the latter are amusing, in that they 
grossly exaggerated the Confederate forces by which very frequently 
they were badly defeated. "Baylor's Light Horse" was composed largely 
of the flower of the youth of Jefferson and adjacent counties, and it had 
the unique distinction of having been granted a fifteen days' furlough 
by order of Gen. Robert E. Lee for a brilliant charge made at Rappahan- 
nock bridge in 1863, and which was witnessed by the distinguished com- 
mander of the Army of Northern Virginia. 



